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io  One of the funotions of the Buresu of Staie Segurity in North Korea ‘s
the cengorship of communicationg, im:luding both domestic and foreign
mall. Special attention is given to corregpondence addressed t¢ South
Korea.

2. Singe the beginming of March 1950, strioter censorahip methods hrve been
put into effect. The rvasen for inareassd scientifie exapination of ma1l
is beliswed by North Korean reasidents to be the fach that, as saguvl by
Testrictions bave podnend the number of border crossers, amd consequently
the mumber of werhal moasa;es ecexrisd between porth and scuth, move 1nformetisen
is being tranemitisd by mail. Spectal repregentatives of the Bureau of
State Seourity are stationed im post offiges %o exemine all mail erriving
from South Kerea, and letters ars treated chemically to asoertain whether
they bave any secret writing., Ontgoing correspondenss to Scuth Kerea
ie likewise thorouchly examined.

3. BHeoords are kept of political spd ideclogical statements whioh are suspect
and ideologlonl tendencies shown 1m correspondence are carefully siudied.
Some recipients of suzpicious letters have been detained by the poliose
until the letiers were clearsd, and others whose cerrespendence wag capeble
of mafavorable polfticel interpretation hawe been charged as reagtionaries
and pundshed,

4.  Twe examples ave CHON Chung-myéng (% |7 9 ), a building comtractor in
Wengan (127-26, 39-10) and KIM Ch’ang-chus {7 3 ?i),, naneger of a neolle
shop in Naspuk-ai (.7} i 2 ), Womsen., CHON wes arvested at the beginning
of March 1950 bscaus® he received a latter from a rephow who manages a
tailor shop in Chunchon (127-44, 37-52), South Korea, KiIM wes arrested
approximately 5 March on suspiolon of being en informant of the Seuth Ecvoan
army, after he roceived a letter from a relatiwe in the South Kovean aray
inquiring abou$ his health, It is believed that KIM'a cags will bs tried
in the People's Court. Mors tham ten other persons are under detenticn in
the zhg;am: o tete Security jail as a result of receiving letters from
Seuth Lerea,

B Bacauee of the severity of mail cenacrship and the Tepressive measures that
bave been teken ageinst correspondents, fewer perscns ars writing to South
Korea. The iunsreased strictnoss of outgoing mail censorship is atiridubed
%o official desire toc counceal the decliming ecenemic situationm in North Kereoa,
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